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[1899, p. 134. Approved and in force February 24, 1899.1 

270. Public Library Commission. 1. There is hereby 

created a Public Library Commission, which shall be composed 
of three members, appointed by the Governor, who shall serve 
without compensation except as herein provided, each for the 
term of four years, except that one of the members first so ap- 
pointed by the Governor shall be appointed for a term of two 
years only, and one for one year. The State Librarian shall be 
eX'Officio secretary of said Commission. 

271. Duties — Traveling libraries. 2. Said Public Library 

Commission shall have the control and management of the 
traveling libraries hereinafter provided for, shall purchase the 
books and collection of books therefor and equipment for the 
same ; shall adopt rules and regulations for loaning such books 
and collection of books to library associations and to the per- 
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sons entitled to borrow the same, and shall provide for and 
require such security or guaranty for the safe return of such 
books or collection of books as may be deemed advisable ; shall 
prepare lists of books suitable for public libraries and obtain 
prices for the same and furnish such lists whenever required ; 
shall furnish information or advice as to the organization, 
maintenance or administration of any library in the State 
whenever requested so to do by the librarian or trustees. The 
Public Library Commission shall keep a complete record of 
library associations and other organizations and persons entitled 
to borrow books of such traveling libraries and of transactions 
therewith, and he shall include in his biennial report a sum- 
mary of the facts of public interest and value in relation thereto. 

272. Purchase of books — Appropriation. 3. There is 
hereby appropriated out of any funds in the treasury not other- 
wise specifically appropriated the sum of three thousand dollars 
($3,000) for the purchase of books and collections of books and 
the equipment for traveling libraries. The books so purchased 
shall be in the care of the State Librarian, but shall be kept 
separate from the other books of the State library. The books 
so purchased shall be divided into sets or libraries of said com- 
mission and loaned to library associations and other organiza- 
tions and persons as herein provided. 

273. Library association. 4. Any five or more citizens 
may organize a library association, which on furnishing secur- 
ity satisfactory to said Commission, shall be entitled to the use 
of the traveling libraries under the rules and regulations of said 
Commission, and without charge further than all expenses of 
transportation of said libraries. Any local library, literary or 
other club, agricultural or other society, grange, college, semi- 
nary, university extension center, study circle or other associ- 
ations, shall have the use of said traveling libraries on furnish- 
ing satisfactory security and complying with the rules and 
regulations as aforesaid. 

[1901, p. 171. Approved March 8, 1901; in force May, 1901.] 

274. Annual appropriation — Expenses. 5. There is here- 
by appropriated out of any funds in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000) annually, 
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to be expended under the direction of said Commission, for 
clerical assistance to the State Librarian and other expenses of 
said Commission made necessary by this act, including traveling 
expenses of the members of said Commission in the discharge 
of their duties. 

[1899, p. 134. Approved and in force February 24, 1899.] 

275. Advice. ^. The Librarian or Trustees of any free 
public library may apply to said Public Library Commission for 
advice as to all matters pertaining to the organization, main- 
tenance or administration of their library; and said Commis- 
sion shall give such advice and personal attention as may be 
necessary. 

Note. The Library Commission has appointed Merica Hoagland to serve as 
Organizer of Libraries. She wiU travel into different parts of the State, giving 
advice and assisting in the work. 

276. Township library tax. 7. On the written petition 
of fifty legal voters of any township filed with the County Clerk 
not less than fifteen days prior to a township election, the 
County Board of Election Commissioners shall cause to be 
printed on the township ballots for such township the words : 
"For a township library tax." "Yes." "No." If in the elec- 
tion a majority of the votes cast on said question shall be in 
the aflSrmative, the Township Trustee shall thereafter levy an- 
nually a tax of one-fifth of a mill on each dollar of the prop- 
erty taxable in said township for the establishment and support 
of a township library free to all inhabitants of such township, 
which tax shall be levied, assessed, collected and paid as other 
township taxes are levied, assessed, collected and paid : Provided, 
That after such library has been established such tax levy shall 
be discontinued when, under the above provision, the question 
of discontinuing such levy sliall have been submitted to a vote 
and the majority of the votes cast on said question shall be in 
the negative : Provided further^ That if there be located in said 
township a public library open to the use of all the inhabitants 
thereof, then the proceeds of said tax shall be paid to said 
public library. Provided farther, That in any township in which 
there has been or may hereafter be established by private dona- 
tions a library of the value of twenty-five thousand dollars or 
more, including the real estate and buildings used for such 
library for the use and benefit of all the inl;abitants thereof, 
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the Township Trustee of such township shall annually levy 
and collect not more than six cents on the hundred dollars, 
upon the taxable property within the limits of such township 
which shall be paid to the Trustees of such library, and be ap- 
plied by them to the purchase of books for said library and to 
the cost of the maintenance thereof, and said Trustees may 
with the consent of the Board of Commissioners of the county, 
when it shall become necessary to purchase additional ground 
for the extension or protection of library buildings already es- 
tablished by such private donation, annually levy and collect 
not more than five cents on the hundred dollars upon all taxa- 
ble property of said township for not more than three years 
successively, which shall be expended by said Trustees in the 
purchase of said property and the erection and enlargement of 
library building thereon. 

1. Repeal of Act of 1895. The last proviso is a copy of the act of 1895 
(Acts 1895, p. 240); and this proviso must be foUowed instead of that act. 

277, Township Library Board. 8. In any township 

where a free public library is established as above provided, there 
shall be established a Township Library Board composed of 
the school Township Trustee and two residents of the town- 
ship, to be appointed by the Judge of the Circuit Court (one of 
whom shall be a woman). Of the first two members of such 
Board so appointed one shall be appointed for a term of two 
years and one for four years, and thereafter the term of office 
shall be four years. Such Library Board shall have control of 
the purchase of books and the management of such library, and 
shall serve without compensation. Said library shall be the 
property of the school township, and the school Township Trus- 
tee shall be responsible for the safe preservation of the same. 
Said Board shall be entitled to the possession and custody of 
any books remaining in the old township library in such town- 
ship ; and such Board shall be empowered to receive donations, 
bequests and legacies for and on behalf of such library, and 
shall be entitled to receive from the Public Library Commis- 
sion and State Librarian copies of all documents of this State 
available for distribution. Before the purchase of any books 
the Township Library Board shall consult the Public Library 
Commission. 
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278. Official documents. 9. The State Librarian and the 
Public Library Commission shall supply any library of this 
State with copies of official documents and publications of the 
State in his custody available for distribution within the State. 

279. Member of Commission not to be publisher. 10. 

No member of the Public Library Commission shall be in any 
way connected with the business of publishing or selling books. 

280. Sepealing section. 11. All laws and parts of laws 
in conflict with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

[1883, p. 103. Approved March 5, 18a3, and in. force June 5, 1883.] 

281. In cities and towns. 1. In all the cities and incor- 
porated towns in this State the Board of School Trustees, Board 
of School Commissioners, or whatever Board may be established 
by law to take charge of the public or common schools of such 
city or incorporated town, shall have power, if in their discretion 
they deem it to the public interest, to establish a free public 
library in connection with the common schools of such city or 
incorporated town, and to make such rules and regulations for 
the care, protection and government of such library, and for the 
care of the books provided therefor, and for the taking from 
and returning to said library of such books, as tlie said Board 
may deem necessary and proper, and to provide penalties for 
the violation thereof: Provided^ That in any city or incorpo- 
rated town where there is already established a library open to 
all the people, no tax shall be levied for the purpose herein 
named. (R. S. 1894, § 6013 ; K. S. 1897, 5^ 6234.) 

1. Bedford. An act of March G, 1901, applicable only to Bedford, is omitted. 
Acts 1901, p. 130. 

2. Section 281 is probably succeeded by section 292 and following p. 241 of 

this volume. 

fl88.'), p. 120. Approved and in force April 2, 188.').] 

282. Libraries in certain cities. 1. Wherever tlie Board 

of Directors of a library heretofore situate within the limits of 
any incorporated town may have filed the agreement and request 
with the Board of Trustees of said town, provided for in an act 
entitled ''An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to 
establish public libraries," approved February 16, 1852, approved 
March 8, 1883, and the Board of Trustees of such town niav 
Lave levied a tax for the support of such library in pursuance 
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of such request and agreement and in accordance with said act^ 
and such town may afterward have become incorporated as a 
city, the Common Council of such city shall have all the powers 
to levy tax, and do all other things granted by said act above 
named to trustees of towns, and all the provisions of said act 
applicable to such library, and its relations to the town before 
its incorporation as a city shall, after such incorporation, be 
applicable to such library, and its relations to such city. (R. S. 
1894, § 4999 ; R. S. 1897, § 5164.) 

[1899, p. 501. Approved March 6, 1899. In force April 28, 1899.] 

283. Tax to maintain. 2. Such Board shall also have 
power to levy a tax of not exceeding one mill on each dollar of 
taxable property assessed for taxation in such city in each j'ear ; 
which tax shall be placed on the tax duplicate of such city, and 
collected in the same manner as other taxes; and when said 
taxes are so collected, they shall be paid over to the said Board 
for the support and maintenance of said public library. Such 
Board shall have power, and it shall be its duty, to disburse said 
fund, and all revenues derived from gift or devise, in providing 
and fitting up suitable rooms for such library; in the purchase, 
care and binding of books therefor, and in the payment of sala- 
ries to a librarian and necessary assistants. 

[18S1, p. 47. Approved and in force March 7, 1881.] 

284. Real estate. 3. Any such city in which a free public 
library may be established in accordance with the terms of this 
act may acquire by purchase, or take and hold by gift, grant, or 
devise, any real estate necessary for, or which may be donated 
or devised for, the benefit of such library ; and all revenues 
arising therefrom, and the proceeds of the same, if sold, shall 
be devoted to the use of said library. (R. S. 1881, §4526; R. S. 
1894, § 6016 ; R. S. 1897, § 6236. 

[1885, p. 160. Approved and in force April 8, 1885.1 

285. Real estate for libraries. 1. In any case in which 

the Board of School Trustees of any city of this State have 
purchased any real estate for the use of a public library of said 
city, under sections 4524, 4525 and 4526 [i^§ 281, 282 and 283] 
of the Revised Statutes of 1881, and the revenue derived from 
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taxation under said sections may have been or shall be insuffi- 
cient to pay for such real estate, then said Trustees be and they 
are hereby authorized to pay for the same out of any money in 
the treasury of such school city belonging to the special school 
fund thereof. (R. S. 1894, § 6017 ; R. S. 1897, § 6237.) 

[1891, p. 37. Approved and in force February 26, 1891.] 

286. School and library tax in cities of 30,000. 1. In 

all cities of the State of Indiana where Boards of School 
Commissioners have been elected and are managing the school 
affairs of said city under an act of the General Assembly of the 
State of Indiana, entitled "An act providing for a general sys- 
tem of common schools in all cities of thirty thousand, or more, 
inhabitants, and for the election of a Board of School Commis- 
sioners for such cities, and defining their duties and prescribing 
their powers, and providing for common school libraries within 
such cities, approved March 3, 1871, and the various acts of 
the General Assembly amendatory thereof, and supplemental 
thereto, and in which the office of City Treasurer has been, or, 
hereafter, may be, abolished under and by virtue of an act of 
the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, entitled, ^An act 
concerning taxation for city and school purposes in cities con- 
taining a population of over seventy thousand, as shown by the 
last census of the United States; to abolish the offices of City 
Assessor and City Treasurer in such cities, and provide for the 
discharge of the duties of such offices, and repealing laws in 
conflict therewith, approved February 21, 1885,'" such Boards 
of School Commissioners be and they are hereby authorized 
and empowered, in the manner and form in which they are now 
by law authorized to levy taxes, levy taxes for the support of 
the schools within such city, including such taxes as may be 
required for paying teachers, in addition to the taxes now 
authorized to be levied by the General Assembly of the State of 
Indiana, not to exceed, however, in any one year, the sum of 
twenty-five cents on the one hundred dollars of the taxable 
jjroperty as shown by the certificate showing the assessment 
and valuation for taxation of all taxable real and personal and 
railroad property of such city, required to be delivered to said 
Board of School Commissioners bv section 8 of the said act of 
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the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, approved Febru- 
ary 21, 1885, and also to levy a tax each year not exceeding' 
four cents on each one hundred dollars of the taxable property 
in said city, as shown by said certificate, for the support of free 
public libraries, in connection with the common schools of said 
city, and to disburse any and all revenues raised by such tax 
levied for library purposes, in the purchase of books and in the 
fitting up of suitable rooms for such libraries, salaries to libra- 
rians and other expenses necessarily incident to the maintenance 
of such library; also, to make' and enforce such regulations as 
they may deem necessary for the taking out, and returning to, 
and for the proper care of all books belonging to such libraries, 
and to prescribe penalties for the violation of such regulations. 
(R. S. 1894, § 5944; R. S. 1897, § 6240.) 

1. To What Cities Applicable. This and the next four sections at pres- 
ent apply only to the city of Indianapolis. 

287. County Treasurer reports to Board of School Com- 
missioners* 2. In all cities in the State of Indiana, where 
Boards of School Commissioners have been elected and are 
managing the school affairs of said city, nnder and by virtue 
of said act of the General Assemby of the State of Indiana, ap- 
proved March 3, 1871, and in which the ofljce of City Treasurer 
has been, or may hereafter be, abolished, under and by virtue 
of said act of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, 
approved February 21, 1885, as mentioned and described in the 
first section of this act, it shall be the duty of the County Treas- 
urer, on and after making his settlement with the County Audi- 
tor on the third Monday of April, 1891, and the payment to 
the Board of School Commissioners of the amount by such 
settlement found to be due to it, as required by section 13 [R. 
S. 1894, § 3758; R. S. 1897, § 1283; Acts 1885, p. 13] of the last 
above named act, at the close of each calendar month, to make 
report, duly verified by his oath, to said Board of School Com- 
missioners of all taxes and delinquent taxes collected within 
said month, and thereafter, upon demand of the Treasurer of 
said Board of School Commissioners, to pay to him, for the use 
of said Board of School Commissioners, the full amount of said 
taxes and delinquent taxes shown by said report to have been 
collected. Upon such payment being made, the Treasurer of 
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tla'e E<mrd of School Commissioners shall execute to said County 
TTea^urer his receipt for the amount of money so paid, which 
receipt the latter shall deliver to the Secretary of the Board of 
School Commissioners, who shall give him a quietus therefor,, 
and credit said County Treasurer with the amount thereof, and 
charge such amount to the Treasurer of said Board of School 
Commissioners. (R, S. 1894, § 5745; R. S. 1897, § 6241.) 

288. County Treasurer's credits. 3. Said County Treas- 
urer shall, thereafter in his settlement with the County Auditor, 
made as required by law, on the third Monday of April, and 
the first Monday of November, in each year, present such qui- 
etuses to the County Auditor, who shall give such County Treas- 
urer credit therefor as against the sums with which he is charge- 
able upon account of the collection of such school taxes. (R. 
S. 1894, § 5746 ; R. S, 1897, § 6242.) 

1. Repealing Section. The fourth section expressly repeals the act of 
1889, p. 432, on the same sabject. 

[1901, p. 10. Approved and in force February 13, 1901.] 

289. School and libraxy tax in cities of 15,000 and 

30,000. 1. In all cities in the State of Indiana where Boards 
of School Commissioners have been elected and are managing 
the school affairs of said city under an act of the General As- 
sembly of the State of Indiana, entitled "An act providing for 
a general system of common schools in all cities of thirty thou- 
sand or more inhabitants, and for the election of a Board of 
School Commissioners for such cities, and defining their duties 
and prescribing their powers and providing for common school 
libraries within such cities," approved March 3, 1871, and the 
various acts of the General Assembly amendatory thereof and 
supplemental thereto, and in all cities in the State of Indiana 
of 15,000 or more inhabitants, where Boards of School Trustees 
have been elected and qualified under an act of the General As- 
sembly of the State of Indiana, entitled, "An act to amend 
Section one of an act entitled 'An act to amend an act entitled 
'An act to provide for a general system of common schools, the 
officers thereof and their respective powers and duties, and mat- 
ters properly connected therewith, and prescribing the fees for 
certain officers therein named, and for the estaMishment and 
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regulation of townsliip libraries, and to repeal all laws incon- 
sistent therewith, providing penalties therein prescribed, ap- 
proved Mareli 6, I860, and adding supplemental sections thereto,' 
approved March 8, 1873,'' (approved March 12, 1875), being* 
Section 4439 of the lievised Statutes of 1881, such Board of 
School Commissioners be and they are hereby authorized and 
empowered to issue bonds in any sum not exceeding one hun- 
dred thousand dollars, for the purpose of erecting buildings for 
library and school offices to be used in connection with the 
common schools of said city. Such bonds to bear interest not 
exceeding live percent, per annum paj^able after eleven years 
from the date thereof and within twe;ity years from the date 
thereof, as follows, to-wit : One-tenth thereof to be paid eleven 
years from date, and one-tenth thereof to be paid each succeed- 
ing year until all are paid; the money obtained from the sale 
of such bonds shall be disbursed by said Board of School Com- 
missioners and said Board of School Trustees, respectively, in 
the erection of a building for the library and school offices to 
be used in connection with the common schools of said city. 
Such bonds shall be designated "Library Building Bonds," and 
may be issued in such denominations, and in such sums from 
time to time as the Board of School Commissioners, or the 
Board of School Trustees, respectively, may deem expedient; 
and each of said bonds shall ui)on its face designate the date of 
the maturity thereof: Provided^ That at no time shall the 
amount of bonds so issued for such purpose by any such Board 
of School Commissioners exceed the sum of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars; and that said Board of School Commissioners, or 
said Board of School Trustees, shall have no power to issue any 
renewal thereof, but the same shall be paid at maturity as here- 
inafter provided : And^ provided further. That such bonds shall 
not be sold for less than their par value. 

1. The act referred to is ?iJ 109 to 214. 

290. Payment of bonds. 2. If the Board of School Com- 
missioners, or the Board of School Trustees, in any city shall 
exercise the powers granted to it by this act, it shall provide 
for the payment of sai<l bonds as follows : At the time of the 
levying of the taxes for the year which shall be collectible imme- 
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-diately before the maturity of the first maturing of said bonds, 
said Board of School Commissioners and said Board of School 
Trustees, respectively, shall levy, in addition to the levy of taxes 
they may be authorized to make for other purposes, a tax upon 
all property subject to taxation by it sufficient to pay the first 
maturing of such bonds, and apply* the money raised thereby to 
the payment thereof; and each year thereafter said Board of 
School Commissioners and said Board of School Trustees, re- 
spectively, shall levy such tax, and apply the proceeds thereof 
to the payment of the bonds successively maturing until all 
shall have been paid. 

[1901, p. 81. Approved and in force March 4, 1901.] 

292. City and town tax for library — Subscription. 1. 

The Common Council of any city, or the Town Board of any 
incorporated town within this State desiring to establish, in- 
crease and maintain a public library in such city or town, open 
to and for the use and benefit of all the inhabitants thereof, 
maj" levy a tax annually of not to exceed six-tenths of a mill 
on each dollar of all the taxable property assessed for taxation 
in such city or town, as shown by the tax duplicate for the year 
immediately preceding the fixing of such levy, which tax shall 
be placed on the tax duplicate of such city or town and collected 
in the same manner as other taxes are levied and collected, and 
such levy shall be certified to the Clerk of the Circuit Court. 
If the Common Council of such city, or the Town Board of 
such incorporated town do not make such levy they shall do so 
at the next ensuing levy, and annually thereafter, after taxpay- 
ers of such city or town raise by popular subscription, for each 
of the two years immediately following the date of the comple- 
tion of such subscription, a surii of money equal to the amount 
that would be derived from a tax levy of two-tenths of a mill 
on each dollar of the taxable property assessed for taxation in 
such city or town as shown by the tax duplicate immediately 
preceding the completion of such subscription : Provided^ That 
not more than two per cent, of the entire amount necessary to 
be subscribed shall be subscribed by any one person, firm or 
corporation of such city or incorporated town. The amount of 
money so subscribed, as herein provided, for public library 
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purposes, shall be made to fall due and be payable in 
eight equal quarterly installments, the first installment shall 
become due and be payable on the first Monday of the second 
month following the date of the completion and filing of such 
subscription, as hereinafter provided, and one installment shall 
become due and be payable on the first Monday of each third 
month thereafter, till all of each subscription is paid. The sub- 
scriptions shall be collected by the Public Library Board, 
hereby created, as hereinafter provided. 

293. Subscriptions filed with Clerk of Circuit Court. 2. 

The subscription list for said money shall be filed with the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the county in which such city or 
incorporated town is located. The said Clerk of the Court im- 
mediately thereafter shall notify the Judge of the Circuit Court 
of said county that such subscription has been filed, and he 
shall likewise notify the Common Council or Town Board and 
the Board of School Trustees of such city or town proposing to 
establish a public library, that said subscription has been filed. 
The original subscription list shall be preserved by the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court and by him placed in the hands of the 
Public Library Board, when the Board shall have been ap- 
pointed as hereinafter provided. 

294. Members of Library Board, Appointment — Quali- 
fication. 3. Within ten days after the said Judge of the Cir- 
cuit Court shall have been notified, as above provided, that such 
subscription list has been filed with the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, if one has been filed to secure the levying of such tax, 
or that the Common Council has certified to such Clerk that the 
levy as provided herein has been made, it shall be the duty of 
said Judge to examine such subscrij)tion list, and if it be found 
that an amount of solvent subscription has been made, equal to 
the amount required by Section 1 of this act, then he shall order 
copy of such subscription list spread upon the records of said 
court, and he shall appoint three persons, resident of such city 
or town, as members of such Public Library Board, one of 
whom he shall appoint for one year, one for two years and one 
for three years from the date of this [their] appointment, and 
all appointments so made by the Judge of the Court shall be 
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entered in the order books of said court. Within ten days after 
the Common Council or the Town Board and the Board of 
School Trustees have been notified, as above provided, each 
body shall appoint two persons, also residents of such city or, 
tow^n, not otherwise appointed as members of such board, who 
shall become members of such Public Library Board. The 
members so appointed by the Common Council or Town Board 
at the first appointment under this act, shall serve for a period 
of one year, and after the first appointment, all appointments 
made by the Common Council or Town Board shall be for a 
period of two years. The Board of School Trustees shall ap- 
point its members for a term of two years, who may be from 
their own board, and all members appointed as herein provided, 
shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified: 
Prodded^ That women may be eligible to appointment as mem- 
bers of such Public Library Board, and not less than three of 
the members appointed shall be women. The Judge, Common 
Council or Town Board, and the Board of School Trustees, in 
making the appointments, shall select persons of well-known 
probity, integrity, business ability and experience, and who are 
fitted for the character of the work they are to perform, and 
who shall have resided for a period of not less than five years 
immediately preceding their appointment in the city or tow^n 
for which they are appointed, and who shall not be less than 
twenty-five years of age at the time of appointment, and w^ho 
shall serve witliout compensation for services. In case of a va- 
cancy on such board from any cause, it shall be the duty of said 
Judge, Common Council or Town Board, and the Board of 
School Trustees to fill such vacancy occurring in the membership 
appointed by each respectively. 

295. Certificates of appointment — Oath. 4. All appoint- 
ments to membership on the Public Library Board shall be evi- 
denced by certificates of appointment, duly signed by the Judge 
as to members appointed by him, by the Mayor or President of 
the Town Board, and by the President of the Board of School 
Trustees as to members respectively appointed by them, which 
certificates of appointment shall be handed to or mailed to the 
address of the appointee. Within ten days after receiving such 
certificate of ai)pointment such appointee shall qualify by tak- 
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iiig tlie oath of office before the Clerk of the Court, that such 
appointee will faithfully discharge the duties as a raember of 
the Public Library Board to the best of his ability, and shall 
file such certificate, with the oath endorsed thereon, with the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the county in which such library 
is to be established. 

5?96. Organization. 5. Within five days after all the 
members of such Board shall have been appointed and qualified, 
they shall meet and organize by electing one of their number 
president, one vice-president and one secretary, and shall select 
such committees or executive board as they may deem neces- 
sary to carry on the work of the Board. 

297. Library Board — ^Powers. 6. The seven members 

thus appointed shall constitute and be known as the Public 
Library Board and shall have the control of the public library 
funds, and the custody and control of all the books and other 
property of every name and description, and shall have the 
power to direct all the aftairs of such public library; and such 
Public Library Board, in the name of the library, shall be em- 
powered to receive donations, bequests and legacies, and to re- 
ceive and convey real estate for and on behalf of such library, 
and shall be entitled to receive from the Public Library Com- 
mission copies of all documents and publications of the State 
available for distribution. They shall have the power to make 
and enforce rules for the management of such libraries as they 
may deem necessary, and to employ librarians and assistants. 

298 Subscriptions collected — Buildings — Tax. 7. When 

such Public Library Board shall have organized for the trans- 
action of business, there shall be placed in its hands by the 
said Clerk of the Circuit Court the original subscription list, if 
any has been made, for the procuring of the levy of the tax, as 
herein provided, and it shall be the duty of such Library Board 
to collect quarterly all money subscribed, as the same becomes 
due, as provided for in Section 1 of this act, and pay the same 
over to the Treasurer of such city or town, and to expend the 
same in the establishment, equipment, enlargement and man- 
agement of a public library, in the manner as provided for in 
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Section eight, which shall be open to and for the use and benefit 
of all the inhabitants of the city or town in which the same is 
located, and such Library Board may use such sum for the pur- 
chase of a building site and the erection of a library building 
as the Board may decide. It shall be the duty of such Library 
Board to determine the rate of taxation that shall be necessary 
to establish, increase, equip and maintain the public library and 
certify the same to the Common Council or Town Board and 
to the County Auditor : Provided^ That said levy shall not ex- 
ceed six-tenths of a mill on each dollar of all the taxable prop- 
erty assessed for taxation in such city or town, as shown by the 
tax duplicate for the year immediately preceding the fixing of 
such levy. "When the assessment for such public library pur- 
poses shall be certified to the Common Council or Town Board 
and the Auditor, by the Public Library Board, the same shall 
be placed upon the tax duplicate of such county and city or 
town and collected in like manner as other taxes are levied and 
collected. 

298. Tax, how used. 8. The tax so levied as provided 
for in sections 1 and 7 of this act shall be held and kept as a 
separate fund by the Treasurer of such city or incorporated 
town for public library purposes, as herein provided, and he 
shall pay out the same for library purposes only upon the war- 
rant of the President of tlie Library Board, countersigned by 
the Secretary thereof. The Treasurer of such city or town 
shall be liable on his ofiicial bond for the faithful performance 
of the duties imposed upon him by this act. 

299. Use of library— Certificate of membership — Town- 
ship may use. 9. When a public library shall have been 
established in any city or incorj)orated town in this State under 
the provisions of this act, such library shall be open and free 
for the use and benefit of all the inhabitants of the township in 
which such library shall be located, provided the Township Ad- 
visory Board of the township in which such library is located, 
shall levy and collect a tax of two-tenths of a mill on each dol- 
lar of all the taxable property assessed for taxation in said 
township, as shown by the tax duplicate for the year immedi- 
ately preceding the fixing of such levy, exclusive of the prop- 
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erty of such city or town already taxed for said library, and 
collect and pay the same over to the Treasurer of such city or 
town where such library is located, to be held by such Treas- 
urer as a part of the public library fund. Said library shall 
remain open and free for the use and benefit of all the inhabit- 
ants of. such township, so long as said tax as herein f)rovided 
and specified shall be levied, collected and paid over to the 
Treasurer of such city or town for the use of said library board 
for the purpose herein named. When the public library of any 
city or town is not so open and free for the use and benefit of 
the inhabitants of any township, by reason of such township 
failing to levy and collect the tax herein required, the Public 
Library Board may issue and sell certificates or library cards to 
any person or family resident in such township at such annual 
fee as may be deemed by them to be a fair compensation for 
such privilege, and such library cards shall give to the pur- 
chaser thereof the same rights and privileges as the inhabitants 
of the city or incorporated town. 

300. Donation of library. 10. If any city or incorpo- 
rated town in this State where a library of the value of an 
amount equal to the amount of money that would be derived from 
a tax levy of three-tenths of a mill on each dollar of valuation of 
the taxable property within suoJi city or town assessed for taxa- 
tion, as is shown by the preceding tax duplicate of said city or 
town, is already established and maintained under any existing 
law of this State, and whenever the Managing Board of such 
library already so existing and maintained shall tender the 
ownership, custody and control of said library free of expense 
to such Public Library Board for the uses and purpose of a 
public library as contemplated by this act, which tender of cus- 
tody and control thereof shall be evidenced by a certificate 
issued by the Managing Board thereof and filed in triplicate 
with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the countv wherein said 
city or town is located, with the Clerk of said city or town and 
the Secretary of the Board of School Trustees in the manner 
and form as prescribed in the certificates of popular subscrip- 
tion contained in section 2 of this act, which certificates shall 
show the value of such librarv. A Public Librarv Board shall 
be appointed as in the manner as set forth in this act, except 
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such Board shall be appointed only when the Common Council 
or Town Board have decided by a majority vote of the mem- 
bers thereof to accept such library and to levy annually and 
collect a tax as other taxes are levied and collected, and not to 
exceed six-tenths of a mill on each dollar of valuation of taxa- 
ble property of such city or town, as herein specified. Said 
Council or Town Board shall certify its said decision of accept- 
ance, attested by the Clerk of said city or town, and the Mayor 
of such city or President of such Town Board to the Judge of 
the Circuit Court and the Secretary of said Board of School 
T'rustees, whereupon said Judge, City Council or Town Board 
and Board of School Trustees shall proceed to appoint said 
Public Library Board in the manner and form and to all intents 
and purposes as is done by the voluntary levy of such tax by 
the Council or Town Board, or the popular subscription filed 
with the Clerk of the Court as hereinbefore provided. 

301. Removal of member of Board. 11. The Judge of 

the Circuit Court, the Common Council or Town Board and the 
Board of School Trustees may at any time, for cause shown, 
remove any member of such Library Board that may have 
been appointed by each, respectively, and fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned thereby as provided for in section three of this act. 

302. Treasurer's report. 12. The Treasurer of such city 
or incorporated town, operating libraries under this act, shall 
make and file with the Common Council or the Town Board 
thereof, not later than the 15th day of January of each year, an 
itemized statement, under oath, of all the receipts and disburse- 
ments of such Public Library Board for the year ending De- 
^'cmber 31, immediately ])receding the making and filing of such 

report, and such report shall contain an itemized statement of 
the sources of all receipts, all disbursements made and the i)ur- 
pose for which the same were made, and such annual report 
shall be open to inspection of the citizens of such city or town, 
and also the township in which such city or town is located, 
providing the township has complied with the provisions of 
section 9 herein. 

303. Repealing section. 1?. All laws and parts of laws 
in conflict with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed : 
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Provided^ That this act shall not interfere with the maintenance 
or management of any existing library already established and 
operating under the laws of this State. 

[1901, p. 14. Approved and in force February 13, 1901.] 

304. Libraries in cities of 3,500 to 4,000. 1. Cities 

having a population of thirty-five hundred by the census of 
1900, and not more than four thousand, be, and they are hereby 
authorized to accept a tender of the custody and control of li- 
braries established by library associations, incorporated or other- 
wise, provided such libraries contain at least three thousand 
volumes, and to levy a tax of not more than five cents on the 
one hundred dollars of valuation of taxable property within 
such cities for the maintenance thereof. 

1. Note. This statute applies only to Auburn, Garrett, Gas City, Green- 
castle, Plymouth, Tipton, Warsaw, Whiting and Winchester. It does not apply 
to towns having over ^,500 and less than 4,000 inhabitants according to the census 
of 1900. 

305. Acceptance of library. 2. Such acceptances shall 
be indicated bv a resolution of the Common Council of such 
city, whereupon the Mayor of said city shall appoint three 
reputable citizens of said city, not more than two of whom shall 
belong to the same political i:>arty, as a Board of Library Direc- 
tors, one member of said board to serve until the first day of 
June next succeeding, one member of said board to serve 
until one year thereafter, the said first dav of June next 
succeding, and one member of said Board to serve until 
two years thereafter, said first day of June next succeeding, and 
a member of said board shall be appointed by the Mayor of 
said city each year whose term of office shall commence on the 
first day of June of that year. Such board shall organize on 
the first day of June of each year by electing one of its numl)er 
as president, one oi its number as secretary, and one of its 
number as treasurer, which treasurer shall give a bond with free- 
hold sureties subject to the approval of the Common Council, 
to faithfully account fqr all funds which may come into his 
hands as such treasurer. They shall be sworn by the Mayor to 
an honest and faithful discharo:e of their duties. The bond of 
the treasurer shall be made payable to the city. 
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306. Payment of taxes — Control. 3. The Treasurer of 

the Board of Library Directors shall receive from the City 
Treasurer all taxes collected for library purposes and pay out 
the same on the order of the board. The Board of Directors 
shall have the custody and control of such library, subject to 
any rules adopted by, or orders of the Common Council, employ 
a librarian, if the members of said board deem it necessary, fix 
and pay the compensation of such librarian, pay all necessary 
expenses of maintaining such library, and buy new books to add 
to such library as the library fund may justify, but in no case 
shall such board be authorized to incur any liabilities in excess 
of the available funds on hand. 

307. Privileges of library. 4. Any resident of said city 
shall be entitled to the use of the books in such librarv free of 
charge upon compliance with such rules and regulations as may 
be prescribed by the Board of Directors, and the Board of Di- 
rectors may prescribe such rules and regulations as they may 
see fit for the government and control of such libraries, if the 

said rules and regulations are not in conflict with any order of 
the Common Council of such city with reference to such library, 
and the government and control thereof. Such Board of Direc- 
tors shall make a detailed report to the Common Council at the 
end of each annual term, accompanied by the report of the 
treasurer and showing all receipts and expenditures by him, and 
attested by the president and secretary. Such directors shall 
serve without compensation for services. 

308. Bemoval of Directors. 5. The Common Council or 

the Mayor, upon cause shown, may at any time remove any 
member of the Board of Library Directors, and upon such re- 
moval or the creation of a vacancy otherwise, the Mayor shall 
fill the vacancy by appointment. 

309. Library fund. 6. The tax authorized by Section 1 
of this act shall be levied and collected as other taxes are levied 
and collected, but shall constitute a special fund to be known as 
the library fund. 
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[1865, p. 3. Approved and in force March 6, 1865.J 

310. Township Trustee in charge. 136. Such library 
shall be in charge of the Township Trustee, shall be deemed 
the property of the township, and shall not be subject to sale or 
alienation from any cause whatever. (R. S. 1881, §4529; R. S. 
1894, §6020; R. S. 1897, §6245.) 

1. Note. This section isj repealed, except so much as relates to sale or 
alienation of the library. 

311. Trustee's duties. 137. Such Trustee shall be ac- 
countable for the preservation of said library ; may prescribe 
the time of taking and the period of retaining books; assess 
and recover damages done to them by any person ; and adopt 
regulations necessary for their preservation and usefulness. He 
shall provide book-cases; also, blank books, ruled, in which 
to keep an account of books taken out and returned ; and re- 
port the number each year to the County Superintendent. At 
the commencement of each school term, at each school house 
in the township, he shall cause a notice to be posted up, stating 
where the library is kept, and inviting the free use of the books 
thereof by the persons of the township. (R. S. 1881, § 4530 ; 
R. S. 1894, § 6021 ; R. S. 1897, § 6246.) 

1. Note. This section is repealed, except so much as relates to giving notice 
where the library is kept. 

312. Use of books. 138. Every family in the township 
shall be entitled to the use of two volumes at a time from said 
library, whether any member of such family shall attend school 
or not. (R. S. 1881, §4531; R. S. 1894, §6022; R. S. 1897, 
§ 6247.) 

313. Wh^re kept. 139. The Trustee may deposit the 
library at some central or eligible place in the township, for the 
convenience of scholars and families, and may appoint, for that 
purpose, a librarian to have the care and superintendence there- 
of. (R. S. 1881, § 4532 ; R. S. 1894, § 6023 ; R. S. 1897, § 6248.) 

1. Note. The Township Library Commission has charge of the library. 

2. It is quite probable that the courts would hold sections 312 and 313 void 
on account of subsequent legislation. 

314. When open. 140. The library shall be open to all 
persons entitled to its privileges throughout the year, without 
regard to school sessions, Sundays and holidays excepted. (R. 
S. 1881, §4533; R. S. 1894, §6024; R. S. 1897, §6249.) 
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[1885, p. 9. Approved and in force February 18, 1885.J 

315. Tax levy for library. 1. Any township in which 

there has been, or may hereafter be, established by private dona- 
tions, a library of the value of one thousand dollars, or more, 
for the use and benefit of all the inhabitants thereof, the Town- 
ship Trustee of such township shall annually levy and collect 
not more than one cent on the hundred dollars upon the taxa- 
ble property within the limits of such township, which shall be 
paid to the trustees of such library, and be applied by them to 
the purchase of books for said library, and may, with the con- 
sent of the Board of Commissioners of the county, when it 
shall become necessary to erect or enlarge a library building, 
annually, for such peripd as may be necessary, levy and collect 
not more than five cents on the one hundred dollars upon the 
taxable property of said township, for not more than three 
years successively, which shall be expended by the Trustees in 
the erection or enlargement of a library building. (R. S. 1894, 
§4986; li. S. 1897, § 5150.) 

1. Note. There is an act (Acts 1901, p. 187) which applies only to the city 
of Jeffersonville. 

2. Section 315, above, is probably void on account of subsequent legislation. 

[1899, p. 228. Approved and in force March 2, 1899.J 

316. Office of librarian abolished. 1. In any township 

in this State in which there has been oi* may hereafter be estab- 
'lished by private donations a library of the value of one thou- 
sand dollars or more, for the use and benefit of all the inhabi- 
tants thereof, the Board of Commissioners of the county in 
which such township is situated may, upon due proof thereof, 
by proper order entered upoii its records, abolish the office of 
township librarian and require and order that the township 
library in the hands of the Township Trustee or the librarian 
thereof (including all the books, papers, records, furniture and 
paraphernalia pertaining thereto), l)e turned over and trans- 
ferred to the Trustees or other managing officers of such library 
established, as aforesaid. 

1. Note. This and the next section are probably repealed by sections 252 to 
303. 

317. Library discontinued. 2. That in the event said 

Library Association so established or to be established, shall 
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from any cause cease to exist or to perform its duties to the 
inhabitants of such township, then all its property of every 
kind shall be turned over to and become the property of such 
township. 

318. Legalizing section. 3. All Library Associations of 
this State which purport to have been organized and estab- 
lished pursuant to the provisions of the laws of this State, for 
the use and benefit of all the inhabitants of any township in 
this State, and to which private donations to the amount of 
one thousand dollars or more have been subscribed, are hereby 
legalized, made valid and declared to be legal library corpora- 
tions within the purview of this act, and all records, proceed- 
ings, subscriptions to and acts of the said Library Associations 
are hereby ratified, legalized and made valid. 



